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For Teri and John H. of Muskego, the two-story home 
they built in the mid 1990s for their family, which 
included two children and their moms, was in dire 
need of a modern look and better utilization of space 
on the homes first floor.

Having worked with Callen Construction on exterior 
remodeling projects and the renovation of the home’s 
bathrooms with designer Paulette Sodemann, Teri 
and John were very familiar with Callen. “When it 
came time to choose a contractor for our kitchen, 
there was no doubt who we were going to select,” Teri 
said. “It was Callen all the way.”

The focus of the remodel was a non-functional 11’ 
x 11’ kitchen, that had a tight and awkward traffic 
pattern. Paulette suggested expanding the overall 
space by removing part of the living room’s load 
bearing wall to create space for a large island with 
seating, additional storage, plus a beverage area with 
a dry bar.

“Paulette knows us and our tastes and asked us to 
consider the removal of the wall,” John said. “The 
design was exactly what we needed and it came 
out how we were hoping.” Added Teri, “Paulette is an 
expert at space management. She was able to show 
us that, in moving into the next stage of our lives, the 
home could work for us.”

“The multi-cook kitchen now has a nice work triangle 
and a convenient traffic pattern, especially to the 
back door for going outside to grill,” Paulette said. 
“There is plenty of storage and space was created for 
entertaining, as the dinette now has more room for 
informal and formal dining.”

The kitchen features Quartz countertops with 
the look of marble were carried through to the 
backsplash. The cherry cabinetry, island, and dry 
bar have a Maple Marshmallow Cream tinted 
varnish, with under cabinet lighting in the 
kitchen and beverage bar area. Luxury vinyl 
plank flooring with the look of wood was used 
in the kitchen, the family and living rooms, and 
the foyer.

“The open floor plan creates a total view of the 
first floor, it lets in much more light, and makes the 
space more family friendly. It is comfortable with a homey 
feel,” John said. “We now use the living room more often, having 
rearranged the furniture and moving the stereo. Now I can be in the 
living room reading and listening to the stereo.”

“It’s like a new house inside. Everyone walks in and is wowed by how 
great it looks. The remodel has features that are fitting with the times 
and the house is no longer dated. I especially like the beautiful cherry 
cabinetry, quartz countertops, and high-end appliances,” said Teri. “I like 
to cook and I’m happy to be in the kitchen – it’s now a space John and I 
can share together. I should have done this 25 years ago when we built 
the home.”

“To the left of where the refrigerator was previously and the location 
of a new pantry, the header above the doorway was made thicker, with 
a chase placed at the same height to accommodate mechanicals,” 
Paulette said. “This matches seamlessly and it adds a decorative 
element to the space. Plus, the different quartz for the beverage area 
offers a more furniture look, as there is no backsplash and the toe kick 
is flush.”

“Callen did such a wonderful job. They gave us a book that outlined day 
by day who was going to be at the house and what was going to be 

done. The major renovation was completed as scheduled.  
What they had control over was done on time,” said Teri. 

“Having worked with Callen before on our bathrooms, we 
were familiar with the quality of their work and the quality 

of the subcontractors they use. The attention to detail was 
impressive. There were things they saw that I would have never 

noticed that they took care of. I was very comfortable working with the 
whole Callen team.”

“They were very innovative regarding things that come up during 
the course of a remodel. There was a bit of a snafu with the opening 
around the built-in refrigerator, as it was too large. Callen created a filler, 
placed it around the refrigerator, and matched the stain exactly,” John 
said. “Everything unexpected they encountered, they were able to deal 
with it.”

“Callen exceeded our expectations. Paulette takes into account things 
we would have never thought about. Communication-wise, they were 
accessible. They were very professional and cleaned up every day, 
keeping it as clean as they could during the day,” Teri said. “When they 
came back to deal with a little matter, it was done in a timely manner. I 
would work with Callen again in a heartbeat.

“You can take an existing home and turn it into whatever you want 
it to be,” she concluded. “You don’t have to look for a different house, 
especially if you’re working with the right contractor and designer.”

Space Management Shines in Remodeled Kitchen
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Callen is proud to be celebrating its 36th year of providing quality home improvement and remodeling products and 
services to homeowners throughout southeastern Wisconsin. Thank you for placing your faith in our experienced and 

dedicated staff, who are committed to serving all of your home renovation needs.
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Callen continues to offer updates via e-mail to customers.  If you’d like to receive these periodic updates on events, new products, and 
home improvement tips, please visit the CallCallen.com homepage to sign up.  Also, visit Callen on Facebook, on Pinterest, and on Houzz, 
plus follow Callen on Twitter.

facebook.com/CallenConstruction   twitter.com/CallenDesignGal   pinterest.com/CallCallen   houzz.com/pro/CallCallen
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Thank you to all customers who have done 
business with Callen over the past 36 years!

Email Updates Available
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What Our Customers Say

A newsletter for Callen customers.A newsletter for Callen customers.
Your business is greatly appreciated!Your business is greatly appreciated!

We Put the "Wow" in Home Remodeling

Congratulations to Chris and Bob O. 
of Racine, winners of an iPad for being 
selected at random from those that made 
a referral to Callen during the second half 
of 2021.

Would you like a little extra spending 
money? How about winning an iPad? At 
Callen, we’re making it really easy for you to 
earn rewards. Here’s how it works:

• For every referral you provide that 
meets with a Callen representative for 
a home improvement or remodeling 
project, you will receive a $50.00 Visa debit gift card.

• When the referral results in a purchase, you will receive an additional $100.00 Visa debit 
gift card.

• As an added “thank you,” you will be entered into a semi-annual prize drawing for a 
chance to win an iPad.

For complete program details, contact Christi Pryor at 414-529-5509 or                    
christi.pryor@CallCallen.com.

Refer Callen and Earn Rewards

Each week, a Callen associate 
posts a blog on an area of Callen’s 
specialization in the home 
improvement and remodeling 
industry.

We encourage you to visit  
CallenBlog.com to not only see the 
newest blog, but review past blogs, 
as the content is divided by product 
category for ease in finding the topic 
you want to review.

Keep Current with 
the Callen Blog

Callen Construction does excellent work. The crew did an absolutely great job and we would like to recognize the installers for their exceptional service. 
The cleanliness of Callen’s work exceeded our expectations as well as their quality of work. We are satisfied, we would order again from Callen, and we 

would recommend Callen Construction.

Sue and Jim Z., Neosho

We are very happy with our newly remodeled bathroom, as we had a very positive experience working with everyone at Callen Construction.

The Callen staff was friendly, professional, and knowledgeable. The expertise and input we received from our designer, Paulette Sodemann, was 
extremely helpful, as she helped us choose quality materials that would be easy to clean and maintain over the years. We also appreciated the ongoing 

communication we received from the Callen project manager, and all of the subcontractors did a great job too.

We’re very satisfied with the finished project, and we will recommend Callen to family members and friends in the future. We’re also planning to use 
Callen for another bathroom remodeling project.

Kathy B. and Daryl P., Hubertus, WI


